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ABSTRACT

This research investigates the evolution of the traditional bridal attire, known as
Luanchri, among the Gaddi tribe in the Himalayas, focusing on the impact of
globalisation and cultural integration. The Gaddi tribe, known for its unique customs
and rich cultural legacy, has witnessed a substantial shift in its customs due to
increased contact with other cultures. Initially representing cultural identity and legacy,
the Luanchri has changed to represent broader socio-cultural dynamics.

Historically, the Luanchri represented the social structure and cultural ethos of the
Gaddi tribe and went beyond simple clothing. When worn with traditional silver
jewellery, it symbolizes the bride's ties to her heritage and the group identity of the
community. However, the traditional form of Luanchri has experienced significant
changes due to the onset of globalization and the widespread influence of Western
culture. This study investigates the subtleties of these modifications, looking at the
how and why of the traditional clothing's alterations.

The study is divided into multiple important sections. The Gaddi tribe's background is
given in the first section, highlighting Luanchri's cultural significance.

In the second section, the effects of globalization are examined, and the major
variables influencing the Luanchri's transformation are identified. Exposure to
international fashion trends, the media's influence, greater mobility, and cross-cultural
unions are examples of this. The study collects qualitative data through interviews with
Gaddi brides, elders, and -cultural experts to understand the community's
perspectives on these changes.

The third portion examines how the Luanchri have been adapted in modern times. It

looks at how modern Gaddi brides combine traditional styles with cutting-edge
designs to create a hybrid look that honours their ethnic background and expresses
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their individuality. The effects of these modifications on identity and cultural
preservation are also covered in this section.

The findings' wider sociocultural ramifications are covered in the final section. It looks
at the conflict that exists between modernization and cultural preservation, the
significance of cultural identity in a worldwide society, and possible solutions for
preserving cultural legacy while accepting new influences.

Keywords: Cultural Integration, Traditional wedding attire, Gaddi tribe of India,
Identity preservation, Cultural Evolution, Xenocentric approach

INTRODUCTION

Himachal Pradesh is home to various tribes. Among these, the 'Gaddi' tribe stands
out as one of the oldest and culturally significant tribe, primarily found in the regions
of Kangra, Mandi, Chamba and some parts of Jammu in Jammu and Kashmir. The
abode of the Gaddis, i.e. Bharmour, Chamba, is deeply rooted in their customs, which
are intricately linked to the region's natural wilderness and religious convictions.
Gaddis primary occupation is shepherds and their culture is richly expressed in
artisanal methods, festivals, language, and clothing. It is admirable how committed
the Gaddi family is to upholding their culture.

Fig. 1 Group of Young Gaddi shepherds during migration in their traditional attire,
Image Credit: Peter Van Geit

Artisanal techniques, festivals, language, and attire are all rich expressions of Gaddi
culture. The tribe's enduring ride in their past is demonstrated by festivals like Lohri,
Basoa, Sair, Nuala (Shiv Pujan) and Mani Mahesh Jatra where folk music and dancing
honour their shared ideals. The dedication of the Gaddi family to maintaining their
tradition is quite admirable.
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Gaddi culture, jewellery is highly valued, particularly by women. Jewellery is very
important in the Gaddi society, especially for women. Chanderahar, a beautifully
carved silver necklace, Balu/nath (big gold nose ring), and Chiri (forehead ornament
made of silver with meenakari work) are ornamental and represent marital status and
family pride. These ornaments are typically worn with traditional clothes, showing the
tribe's creativity and cultural ties.

Fig. 2 Gaddan bride wearing Luanchri with the traditional jewellery — Chanderhaar,
Dod Mala, Balu, Chiri and jhumke
Image credit: shethegadan

Luanchri is a fundamental aspect of Gaddi culture and is more than just an item of
apparel worn at weddings; it is a powerful representation of purity, continuity, and
identity. The great artistic heritage of the community is reflected in Luanchri's
elaborate craftsmanship, vivid colour schemes, and pairing with elaborate jewellery.
Due to outside pressures from globalisation, Luanchri's design, use, and cultural
importance have all changed. An important cultural symbol that Gaddi brides typically
wear on their wedding day is the Luanchri. The Luanchri have represented marriage
transitions historically along with community ideals, and purity. Each design element
of the attire reflects regional influences and historical narratives tied to the Gaddi
tribe's agricultural and nomadic lifestyle.
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Picture of HH Dalai Lama with Gaddi
family at TRIUND in 1959

%

Fig. 3 Gaddi couple in the year 1940, 1959 and 1998

Globalisation has brought about economic opportunities and cross-cultural
interactions and put a strain on Indigenous customs by introducing modern aesthetics
and global fashion trends. For example, Luanchri's design and use have changed
significantly due to the desire for lighter and more comfortable materials and the
impact of foreign culture. These changes, driven by a developing xenocentric
preference—valuing exterior styles over traditional designs, raise questions about the
loss of authenticity and cultural identity, even though they are a normal part of
evolution.

This study examines how the Luanchri changed in response to these outside
influences. It investigates how sociological and economic elements—such as media,
intercultural communication, and changing public preferences—impact its evolution.
This study emphasises the importance of the Luanchri as a cultural artefact, a symbol
of the Gaddi community's identity and legacy, and its wider ramifications for the same.
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Fig. 4 Gaddan bride wearing Lehenga influenced by foreign trends
Image Credit: Neetika Rana

The paper adds to the conversation on cultural preservation, identity, and the tenacity
of traditional practices in a globalised society through qualitative research that
includes interviews with Gaddi brides, artisans, and cultural specialists. To make sure
that the Luanchri is a living expression of the Gaddi tribe's legacy for future
generations, it emphasizes the challenges and opportunities of striking a balance
between tradition and modern world.

Problem Statement

Luanchri represents Gaddi culture’s rich cultural past and deep-rooted traditions.
However, with the impact of globalization and increasing xenocentric taste for fresh,
globalized bridal styles, Gaddi ladies are increasingly choosing for contemporary
wedding dress over Luanchri. These changes due to xenocentric approach brings the
change in cultural perspectives, along with that also raises questions about the Gaddi
community's authenticity and cultural identity in a Globalised world.

Research Objectives
1. To investigate the Luanchri's cultural and historical relevance within the
Gaddi tribe.
2. To understand the responses of the Gaddi community—brides, artisans,
and cultural stakeholders—to these changes.
3. To investigate the effects of these changes on the tribe's cultural continuity
and feeling of identity through Luanchri and how can it be preserved
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Significance of the Study

1. Cultural Preservation: By exploring evolving traditions and preserving the
traditional elements of Luanchri amidst the socio-cultural changes this research
will provide insights into how such practices can be maintained for future
generations.

2. Filling Knowledge Gaps: Existing literature offers a limited exploration of the
direct effects of globalization on the Gaddi bride's traditional attire and how this
impacts their cultural identity. This study will close this gap and investigate
these changes by including viewpoints from brides, craftspeople, local
communities, and cultural preservationists.

3. Contribution to Cultural Studies: This study will connect the intersection of
cultural exchange with tradition and modernity within the Gaddi context and
add to the growing discourse in anthropology, cultural studies, and textile
studies.

4. Practical Implications: Understanding the transformations in bridal attire will
also have practical implications for artisans, policymakers, and cultural
preservationists working to support Gaddi traditions through education,
advocacy, or community projects. Insights from this research can help inform
strategies to promote cultural sustainability and heritage education.

5. Strengthening Regional Voices: By giving them a forum to express their
opinions on cultural change and maintaining customs, the study aims to
provide Gaddi brides, craftspeople, and local communities a voice. This can
expand knowledge of their lived experiences in the contemporary world and
strengthen community-based solutions.

6. Contributing to Fashion Studies: Offering insights into the interplay between
traditional and contemporary bridal fashion will contribute to the Fashion
industry and studies.

This research is significant as along with academic understanding, it also creates
curiosity among the Gaddi community through surveys and interviews, fostering
awareness and intellectual engagement.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The tension between cultural preservation and the forces of globalisation is a recurring
theme in contemporary research. This dynamic is examined by Mohyeddin (2024),
who observes that globalisation has two effects on traditional practices: fostering
homogenisation through dominant global norms and enabling hybridity by blending
old and new elements. His analysis of the Gaddi tribe's Luanchri, a traditional bridal
gown, illustrates this intersection. While xenocentric bridal fashion preferences
challenge its significance, modified versions incorporating contemporary aesthetics
signify cultural adaptation rather than erasure.
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Moten (2011) critiques the approach that views tradition and modernity as
oppositional. He emphasises how traditions are dynamic and adaptable, upholding
core principles while incorporating contemporary elements. This viewpoint is
consistent with the growth and progress of the Luanchri, where a careful balance
between adaptation to culture and preservation is achieved by combining local
customs and traditions with influences from all over the world. Moten also challenges
the Eurocentric lens of modernisation theories, advocating for the agency of
communities like the Gaddi tribe in redefining their traditions.

Faiz (2023) examines cultural identity as a dynamic construct shaped by globalisation,
and colonial legacies. His art focuses on various influences that converge to create
original expressions through the hazards of cultural homogeneity and the potential of
hybridity. This dichotomy sheds important light on cultural artefacts like how Luanchri
changed while preserving their cultural identity and capturing contemporary trends.
For example, Faiz employs frameworks such as "glocalisation" to explain this
negotiation of identity in global contexts.

Adams and Goldbard (2001) support shared cultural development as a counter-
commodification strategy. Their emphasis on inclusion and regional agency creates
the framework for preserving traditions like the Luanchri. Community-driven initiatives
that celebrate and adapt traditional practices to modern demands can promote
cultural diversity and economic sustainability, mitigating the homogenising effects of
globalisation.

Babar (2016) underlines the structural issues that Indigenous people confront, such
as marginalisation and cultural relocation as a result of development and globalisation.
His observations on the erosion of ethnic identities and local crafts are somewhat
related to the Gaddi community's effort to preserve the Luanchri in the face of
changing trends. Babar advice community involvement and skill development for
maintaining traditional crafts while embracing innovation as it provides practical
tactics.

A comprehensive framework for cultural shifts in the context of a globalized world is
offered by Berry's (2008) acculturation theory. He discusses integration as it permits
communities to maintain their distinct cultural history while embracing global identity
and customs. This approach is quite similar to the Luanchri, who represent innovation,
continuity and demonstrate how cultural symbols can change without losing their core
meaning.

The impact of international media on tribal tribes' cultural identities is examined by
Kamran et al. (2023). His findings provide a lens through which to view how younger

754



IFFTI Annual Proceedings
Vol.4, March 2025

Gaddi women blend traditional attire with foreign bridal patterns, illustrating how
several generations respond to globalisation.

This study focuses on the changing discourse on culture and modern influence,
particularly in the context of globalisation. The Luanchri shows the dynamic interaction
of cultural preservation and adaptation, promoting a better knowledge of how
communities respond to the benefits and challenges of modern globalisation.

Research Gap

While studies examine globalisation and its impact on tribal communities and erosion
of cultural identity among them, minimal research explicitly addresses the Gaddi tribe,
its cultural practices, and its traditional attire like the Luanchri. The Gaddi tribe's
unique socio-cultural identity and its response to modern influences remain
underexplored in the academic discourse on globalisation.

While global and national narratives of fashion evolution are well-documented, there
is a noticeable gap in representing regional and indigenous fashion—particularly bridal
attire—in the larger discourse on identity preservation. This gap limits understanding
of how local communities negotiate cultural identities in a globalised world.

The role of xenocentric attitudes—a growing preference for external trends over
indigenous traditions—is underexplored in existing literature. The influence of such
attitudes on adopting modern bridal trends among Gaddi brides is an area that
requires further investigation.

METHODOLOGY

Research Design

The evolution of the Luanchri and its social effects within the Gaddi community are
examined in this study using a qualitative research design. A qualitative research
method was chosen.

Data Collection Methods

Data were gathered through Google form surveys and qualitative interviews to achieve
the study's objectives. This two-pronged approach of surveys and interviews was
chosen so that the viewpoint of both the parties who are wearing Luanchri and those
who are observing can be noted. It ensured a complete picture by recording individual
stories and broader community tendencies. The open-ended approach of the
interviews improved the structured surveys by facilitating the identification of novel
perspectives and recurring themes.
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Sampling Method

The sample included:

Gaddi Brides or soon to be brides: aged 18 to 45, had recently worn /or planning to
wear the Luanchri or opted for alternative bridal attire.

Community Elders: Recognised community leaders within the Gaddi community.

Participants were chosen from the Gaddi regions of Kangra, Mandi, Chamba, and
Jammu region of Jammu and Kashmir to guarantee variation in age, gender, and
geography. There were 144 volunteers in all, guaranteeing representation from various
demographic groups.

Surveys using Google Forms
The survey was conducted using Google forms including Semi-structured, Open-
ended Interviews. Interviews were conducted with two primary groups:

e Brides and soon-to-be brides: Participants addressed their own Luanchri
experiences, including what they wore, the explanations for their loyalty to or
departure from customs, and the effect of cultural and social factors. This study
investigated the reasons behind brides' growing preference for contemporary
styles. Motivations, attitudes toward tradition, and how cultural and personal
factors impact their choices.

e Community Members: This survey aimed to capture community opinions on
shifting preferences for the Luanchri. The main focus themes were cultural
significance, the effects of globalisation, and opinions on modern adaptations.

Ethical Considerations

Ethical research practices were rigorously followed. All subjects gave their informed
consent, and the study was conducted confidentially. To preserve the dignity of
participants, sensitivity and respect were prioritised during interviews.

Secondary Data Analysis
Secondary sources were looked at with a view as an addition to the primary data:

e Archival Research: Historical texts, articles, and reports on Gaddi culture and
the Luanchri's significance were examined to place the clothing in the context
of the tribe's culture.

e Media and Digital Platforms: To comprehend contemporary representations
and adaptations, social media posts and accounts exhibiting Gaddi bridal
trends, such as "himbhoosha," "himachaliguide," "shethegaddan," and "gaddi
shepherds," were analysed.

Limitations
This study acknowledges the following limitations:
e Tracing the Luanchri's evolution was difficult due to the need for written history.
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¢ While the survey captures the influence of Globalisation on Gaddi traditional
wear, the survey could not capture the opinions of Gaddi people who are less
educated and affluent due to logistical challenges.

e Reaching certain participants was challenging due to their remote locations
inside the Gaddi areas as shown in Fig.5

Fig.5 Kugati, a village in Bharmour (abode of Gaddis)

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS
Data analysis based on preferences of brides and brides to be
1. Demographics of Respondents
e Sample size : 61 brides and soon to be brides
e Age Groups: 67% were between 26 and 35 years, 20% were 18-25 and 36—
45 years contributed 13% as shown in Fig. 6
e Marital Status: 58% married and 42% about to get married
e FEducational Background: Over 70% of respondents had completed
postgraduate studies, showcasing an educated demographic as shown in
Fig.7

What is your age group?

61 responses

@ 18-25
@® 26-35
) 36-45
@ Above 45

Fig.6 Chart generated from the survey showing the age group of the respondents
who are majorly brides or brides to be
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What is your educational background?
61 responses

@ Primary or Secondary School
@ High School Graduate

@ College/University Graduate
@ Postgraduate or Higher

Fig.7 Chart generated from the survey showing Educational Background of the
respondents

2. Wedding Locations and Attire Choices
o Wedding Settings: 72% weddings occurred in towns or small cities while
the remainder occurred in traditional village settings (28%)
o Attire Preferences:
o Traditional Luanchri: 45% of respondents chose to wear a traditional
Luanchri. Refer Fig 10
o Modern Bridal Wear: 12% preferred modern attire. Refer Fig 11
e Fusion Attire: 43% combined traditional with modern elements,
indicating a shift towards hybrid aesthetics. Refer Fig 12

Where will/did your wedding take place?

61 responses

@ Village/Traditional Setting
@ Town or Small City
@ Large Urban City

)

Fig.8 Chart generated from the survey showing the location of the wedding
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If married, what did you wear as your main wedding attire? (If unmarried, what are you planning to

wear for your main wedding day?)
61 responses

@ Traditional Luanchri

@ A mix of Luanchri and modern bridal
wear

@ Completely modern bridal wear
@ Kot

@ Mekhela sadar

@ RajWada look

Fig.9 Chart generated from the survey showing the location of the wedding

- S~

Fig.10 Wedding Couple in traditional bridal wear
Image credit: Tamanna Thakur
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Fig.11 Gaddan bride wearing Lehenga Choli as her wedding attire showing the
influence of foreign culture

Fig.12 Fusion Attire of Luanchri where the designer has played with the colour and
fabric of Luanchri

3. Influencing Factors for Attire Selection
e Cultural and Traditional Significance: Ranked as the most critical factor Modern
e Trends: Only 15% cited modern fashion influences as a major factor.
e Availability and cost influenced 21% of decisions.
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4. Modern Trends and Cultural Preservation
Perception of the Luanchri:
e 60% of respondents considered the Luanchri* "extremely important" as a
cultural symbol.
e 30% viewed it as "somewhat important," while 10% were neutral or
indifferent.
Modern Influences:
e 52% acknowledged minimal influence from modern bridal trends.
e 28% reported significant influence, suggesting an increasing blend of
modern aesthetics.

What influenced your choice of wedding attire? (Select the most important factor)
61 responses

@ Cultural and traditional significance
@ Aesthetic appeal

Family preference or expectations
@ Influence of modern fashion trends
@ Availability or cost considerations

Fig.13 Chart showing what influenced the respondent’s choice

5. Influences Shaping Bridal Attire Preferences
o Family Traditions: Influenced 57% of respondents.
e Social Media: Platforms like Instagram and Pinterest impacted 34%,
highlighting globalization’s role in shaping preferences.
e Peer Trends: Contributed to the choices of 9%, demonstrating secondary
influences.

If married, did modern bridal trends influence your wedding attire? (If unmarried, are they influencing
your plans?)

61 responses

@ VYes, significantly
@ VYes, but minimally
No, not at all

Fig.14 Chart showing the percentage of whether modern bridal trends influenced the
respondent’s decision
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Which of the following has influenced or is influencing your preference for bridal attire the most?
61 responses

@ Social media (e.g., Instagram, Pinterest)
@ Bridal magazines or media
Family traditions and advice

@ Local community and cultural
expectations

Fig.15 Chart showing what influenced respondent’s the most in choosing their bridal
attire

6. Views on Modernizing the Luanchri
e Support for Modernization. Ref Fig 16
e 65% agreed that integrating modern elements could preserve
tradition while appealing to younger generations.
e 22% expressed concerns about losing authenticity.
e 13% opposed modernization, emphasizing cultural identity
preservation.
« Challenges. Ref Fig 17
e 70% identified the dominance of modern fashion trends as a
significant challenge.
e 15% mentioned the decline in artisan availability, while 15%
highlighted high costs.

Do you think incorporating modern elements into the Luanchri is beneficial?
61 responses

@ VYes, it helps preserve tradition while
staying relevant

@ VYes, but it risks losing authenticity

No, it diminishes cultural identity
@ | am unsure

Fig.16 Chart showing the perception of the gaddans on support for Modernization
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What challenges do you see in preserving the Luanchri as a bridal tradition?
61 responses

@ Lack of interest among younger
generations

@ Influence of modern fashion trends
Decline in traditional artisanship

@ Limited availability of traditional
materials

Fig.17 Chart showing the challenges in preserving Luanchri

7. Preservation Strategies
Respondents proposed several strategies to sustain the Luanchri: Ref Fig 18
e Modernizing Designs: Suggested by 40% to enhance youth appeal while
retaining cultural essence.
e Promotion Through Festivals: Advocated by 30%, emphasizing community-
driven awareness.
e Government/NGO Support: 20% prioritized financial and policy support for
artisans.
e Education and Awareness: Highlighted by 10%, focusing on cultural education
in schools and community programs.

What do you believe should be prioritized to preserve the Luanchri?
61 responses

[ ] Raising awareness about its cultural
importance

@ Promoting it through local festivals and

events
‘ Modernizing its design to appeal to

younger generations

@ Providing government or NGO support
for artisans

Fig.18 Chart showing different methods opted by the respondents to preserve
Luanchri

8. Encouraging Future Generations
Encouragement for Wearing the Luanchri:
e 55% strongly encouraged future brides to embrace the Luanchri.
o 35% supported it with modern adaptations, reflecting a balanced approach.
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« 10% remained neutral, showcasing varying levels of cultural attachment.

9. Narratives from Open-Ended Responses
Qualitative insights emphasized:
e Pride in Tradition: Many respondents articulated the Luanchri’s role as a symbol
of identity.
e Concerns about Homogenization: Some feared the dilution of distinct Gaddi
cultural elements due to global influences.
e Calls for Artisan Support: A recurring theme was the need for financial and
institutional backing to sustain traditional crafts.

DISCUSSION

The findings emphasize the interaction between tradition and modern influence in
Gaddi's traditional bridal attire which is not seen much except for two indigenous
brands in the state. Although Luanchri is still a beloved icon, its adaption to current
fashion reveals greater cultural linkages. The tremendous effect of social media
emphasizes the community's exposure to global aesthetics, yet the continuation of
family traditions demonstrates resilience.

Preservation initiatives must address issues like as current fashion domination and
artisan shortage through creativity and institutional assistance. Integrating modern
elements while maintaining traditional authenticity can help preserving the Luanchri
without losing core principle. Thus, a multi-stakeholder approach involving artisans,
designers, and policymaker and community members is crucial for sustaining this
heritage. Along with this, majority of the respondent’s decision was influenced by the
social media, hence more promotion and awareness and content related to Luanchri
can lead to more demand of traditional luanchri for the wedding attire.

Data analysis based on the viewpoints of Community members
1. Demographics of Respondents
e Sample size : 84
e Age Groups: 36% were between 26-35 years, 29% were 18-25 and above 45
years contributed 27%
e Educational Background: Almost 70% of respondents had completed
postgraduate studies, showcasing an educated demographic.
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What is your age group?
83 responses
® 18-25
8.4% ® 26-35
® 36-45
@ Above 45

Fig.19 Chart showing the age group of respondents

What is your educational background?
83 responses

@ Primary or Secondary School
@ High School Graduate

@ College/University Graduate
@ Postgraduate or Higher

Fig. 20 Chart showing different methods opted by the respondents to preserve
Luanchri

2. Importance of Luanchri as a Cultural Identity

The survey reveals that 100% respondents consider the Luanchri an important part of
the Gaddi cultural identity. This consensus reflects the garment's historical and
symbolic significance, especially among elder members of the community, who view
it as a representation of their heritage.
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Do you consider Luanchri as an important part of our cultural identity?

83 responses

® Yes
® No

Fig. 21 Chart showing if the community members feel that Luanchri is an important
part of our cultural identity

2. Changing Role of Luanchri

Elders providing cultural knowledge constituted 40% of the respondents.

Young brides and general community members made up 50%, suggesting a broad
engagement with the attire across generations.

3. Demand Trends and Modern Adaptations

A significant 72% of respondents noted an increase in demand for the Luanchri,
attributed to its symbolic importance in modern Gaddi weddings. This demand is
driven by both community pride and external fascination with cultural attire. However,
15% noted that demand remains stagnant due to limited knowledge about the
garment among younger generations.

4. Key Changes in Design
When asked about the most significant changes in Luanchri design, respondents
identified the following:
e Use of modern fabrics (30%): Incorporating materials such as polyester and
synthetic blends to make the attire more affordable and accessible.
e Addition of modern embellishments (25%): Including sequins and
embroidery to appeal to contemporary tastes.
o Simplified traditional motifs (20%): Reflecting changing aesthetic
preferences.
e No major changes (15%): This group, primarily elders, emphasized the need
for preservation.
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What is the most significant change in the design of the Luanchri?
83 responses

@ Use of modern fabrics

@ Simplified traditional motifs
Addition of modern embellishments

@ No major changes

Fig. 22 Chart showing the most significant changes in Luanchri

5. Factors Driving Changes
Respondents attributed the evolving design to multiple factors:
e Social Media and Globalization (35%): Platforms like Instagram have
popularized and commodified the Luanchri
e« Young Brides Adopting Modern Trends (30%): Modern influences are
reshaping traditional aesthetics.
e Artisans Experimenting with Designs (20%): Reflecting market-driven
innovation.

Who do you think is most responsible for the changes in the Luanchri?
83 responses

@ Young brides adopting modern trends

@ Social Media and globalization
Artisans experimenting with designs

@ All of them

@ Mix of all above

@ Revival of Gaddi culture

@ All of the above

@ Social organisations organising Nuaala's
and Jatara publically at Metros which...

@ | believe the modernization of the our...

Fig. 23 Chart showing the responsible reasons for changes in Luanchri

6. Survival in Modern Times
The survey reflects optimism about the survival of the Luanchri, with 85% stating that
it can endure with proper efforts. However, perspectives on its sustainability vary:
e Symbolic Artefact: 20% believe the Luanchri will only persist as a cultural
symbol.
o Active Wear: 65% see its integration into modern fashion as essential for its
longevity.
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7. Preservation Strategies
Respondents highlighted several strategies to preserve the Luanchri:
e Increased Awareness through Media (40%): Educational campaigns and
online promotion to highlight its cultural importance.
e Incorporation of Modern Styles (30%): Balancing traditional designs with
modern fashion trends to attract younger generations.
e Training Younger Artisans (20%): Passing on traditional techniques to
ensure skilled craftsmanship.

What would help preserve the Luanchri the most?
83 responses

@ Training younger artisans in traditional
techniques

@ Incorporating modern styles into
traditional designs
Government policies and subsidies for
artisans

@ Increased awareness and promotion
through media

Fig. 23 Chart showing different methods that can help preserve Luanchri

8. Perspectives on Modern Adaptations
Respondents expressed mixed feelings about modern adaptations:
o Positive (50%): Many see adaptations as a way to keep the attire relevant.
o Neutral (35%): Support exists as long as traditional elements are preserved.
o Negative (15%): A minority perceives these changes as diluting cultural
authenticity.

How do you feel about modern adaptations of the Luanchri?
83 responses

@ Positive, as it helps attract more people

@ Neutral, as long as traditional elements
are respected

Negative, as it diminishes authenticity

Fig.23 Chart showing data on the opinion of people on modern adaptations of the
Luanchri
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9. Recommendations for Preservation
Qualitative responses indicate actionable recommendations:
e Cultural Education Introducing the history and significance of the Luanchri
in local schools.
« Wider Adoption: Encouraging its use beyond weddings, such as at festivals
or official events.
o Collaborative Efforts: Partnering with designers and influencers to create
modern yet authentic adaptations.

DISCUSSION

The findings show a dual narrative: the Luanchri remains an important part of Gaddi
identity, but its survival depends on adjusting to modern pressures. While globalization
and social media create obstacles to cultural preservation, they also provide chances
for renewed interest. Creating a balance between tradition and innovation is essential.
Engaging future generations in modern design and teaching may keep the garment
current while still preserving its history. The evolution of the Luanchri demonstrates
the dynamic relationship between cultural purity and contemporary flexibility.
Collaborations with people from different field and coming up with a product line which
is as per the market demand yet traditional without losing its original essence can also
help maintaining the flow and continuity of gaddi bridal attire.

CONCLUSION

This study looked at the evolution of the Luanchri, a traditional bridal attire important
to the Gaddi tribe's cultural identity, through the lens of industrialization and
globalization. The findings illustrate the Luanchri's long-term value as a cultural icon,
with the clear majority of respondents acknowledging its significance in Gaddi
heritage. However, the study also focuses on the garment's developing state. From a
traditional mainstay to ceremonial clothing influenced by changing cultural standards,
modern aesthetics, and worldwide trends.

By documenting the experiences of Gaddi brides, elders, and community members,
this study gave light on the causes influencing the evolution of the Luanchri. Key
findings include the growing demand for the Luanchri at modern Gaddi weddings,
which is motivated by a combination of cultural pride and external intrigue, as well as
adaptive changes in design, materials, and usage that reflect both the challenges and
potential of cultural preservation.

The findings reveal that while modern adaptations, such as the use of contemporary
fabrics and embellishments, are viewed positively by many for their potential to sustain
relevance, they also express concern about the dilution of authenticity. These findings
are consistent with the broader subject of cultural preservation in the face of
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globalization, stressing the tension between conserving tradition and accepting
change. However, the role of the Luanchri has evolved. While it was traditionally worn
as everyday attire, it is now primarily reserved for ceremonial occasions. However not
limiting it to just weddings, it can also be worn in separate occasions making it seen
and in the age of social media, the clicks will automatically do the promotion and
awareness of this beautiful wedding attire.

The study also focuses on practical preservation initiatives, such as increasing media
awareness, educating younger craftspeople, and incorporating the Luanchri into
contemporary fashion. These projects demonstrate the possibility for collaboration
between the community and other interested parties, such as designers and
influencers, to maintain the Luanchri as a living historical treasure.

While this study adds to our understanding of the Luanchri's cultural history, it also
offers up new paths for investigation. Future research should look into the economic
consequences of these adjustments for craftspeople, as well as the influence of social
media in influencing perceptions of traditional dress. Furthermore, longitudinal study
exploring the Luanchri's role in the evolution of Gaddi identity across time should shed
light on its cultural resilience.

In conclusion, the evolution of the Luanchri demonstrates the dynamic interplay
between tradition and modernity. By establishing a balance between authenticity and
innovation, the Gaddi community has the potential to retain this icon of their tradition
while adapting to the demands of today. This study serves as a reminder that cultural
preservation is not merely about resisting change but about embracing it thoughtfully
to ensure the survival of traditions for generations to come.
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